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LONDON 

1.London the capital of Great Britain. It lies in the south East of England on both banks of the river Thames. London is one of the largest cities in the world and the largest port and industrial town in England. London is more than twenty centuries old.  

2.The heart of the capital is the City. The territory of the City is only about one square mile, but it is the financial and business center of the country.  

3.The West End of London is famous for its beautiful monuments and palaces, fine parks, fashionable shops and big hotels. The East End is quite different from the West End. It is the district of factories, plants and the docks. The main branches of industry are machine building, shipbuilding, metal processing and others.  

4.There are many places of interest in London. One of them is Trafalgar square with the Nelson’s monument 185 feet high. Buckingham Palace is the royal residence. Westminster Abbey is one of the most beautiful buildings in London. 

5.Across the road from Westminster Abbey are the Houses of Parliament, the seat of the British government. The clock tower is over the Houses of Parliament. It contains ‘Big Ben’ – one of the largest clocks in the world.  

6.The Tower of London is one of the most interesting places in London. It was fortress, a royal residence, a prison, now it is a museum. London is famous for its green parks. Hyde Park is the most popular of them.  

7.London is the center of the country’s cultural life. There are many picture galleries and museums there. The National Gallery houses a priceless collection of paintings. The famous British Museum is one of the best museums in the world.  

WALES 

1.Wales became part of England in 1536 by the Act of Union. The Welsh call their country Cymru, and themselves they call Cymru, a word which has the same root as “comrader” (friend, or comrade). The population of Wales is over 3 million people. About 75 per cent of the people of Wales live in towns and urban districts. 

2.Wales is a highland country of old, hard rocks. North Wales is a country of mountains and deep valleys, South Wales is a land of high hills and wide valleys. The pride of Wales in scenery is Snowdonia, a region of high mountains. Snowdon is the highest mountain in England and Wales. Except for coal, mineral resources are limited, and include gold, silver, lead and copper. South Wales is more developed, coal-mining, steel production, electronics, electrical engineering can be found here. 

3.The capital of Wales is Cardiff, the largest city of Wales. Cardiff is situated near the mouth of the Taff River. It is an important industrial city and a port. It is also an administrative and educational centre. The second largest city in Wales is Swansea where mainly steel production can be found. Since World War II there has been intensive development in the metals industries especially in the south and Southeast. 

4.The Welsh people, especially in rural areas, are fond of folk music, singing poetry and drama. Welsh literature is one of the oldest in Europe. There are many choirs in Wales, the standard of singing is high and the love of good music is widespread. Now there is a growing movement of revival of Welsh culture from which sprang the revival of Eisteddfod.1 Eisteddfod in the form of a gathering of bards had occasionally been held in the 15th, 16th and 17th centuries. Now Eisteddfod is a festival of Welsh culture. It includes competitions in prose, poetry and singing. Wales has its own flag called the Welsh dragon. 

Eisteddfod [ais’te dfod] – айстедфод, состязание бардов  

SCOTLAND 

1. Although Scotland takes up one third of the territory of the British Isles, its population is not very big. It is the most northern part of the island of Great Britain and is not far away from the Arctic Circle. 

2. Scotland is not densely populated: its population is a little over 5 million people. The Cheviot Hills mark the boundary between England and Scotland. Apart from this land link with England, Scotland is surrounded by sea. Scotland is bounded by the North Sea on the east. 

3. Scotland had been an independent state and was joined into the UK in 1707, after a long struggle for its independence. The national emblem of Scotland is a thistle. 

4. One of the things that people associate with Scotland is the kilt. The kilt is a relic of the time when the clan system existed in the Highlands. Everybody in the clan had the same family name, like Mac Donald or Mac Gregor. (Mac means “son of”). The clan had its own territory and was ruled by a chieftain. Each clan had its own tartan. 

5. Edinburgh has been the capital of Scotland since the 15th century. It is the cultural center of Scotland and is often associated with the names of George Byron, Walter Scott, Robert Burns, Robert Louis Stevenson and Arthur Conan Doyle.  

NORTHERN IRELAND 

1. Northern Ireland is the smallest component of the United Kingdom. It occupies the northeast of the island of Ireland, only one-sixth of its territory. Northern Ireland contains six of the nine counties of the historic province of Ulster and that is why the name “Ulster” is sometimes used as equivalent to Northern Ireland. Its capital city is Belfast. 

2. For seven centuries Ireland was a colony of Britain. Due to the colonial policy of Great Britain the Irish nation was forcefully partitioned. As a result of the hard struggle of the Irish people for independence the large part of Ireland (26 counties) gained the status of a British dominion in 1921. Much later, in 1949 it was officially proclaimed an independent state, the Irish Free State of Eire. The industrial northeast (Northern Ireland with its 6 counties) was retained by Great Britain as its smallest component. But certain forces of both the Irish Republic and Northern Ireland are for the reunification of the country, against social deprivation which is at its worst among Catholics. 

3. If one asks an Irishman away from home what he misses most about Ireland, he will probably tell you “the greenness”. Irish poets often called Ireland “the Emerald Isle”. Is the grass really greener in Ireland? The fact is that the winds usually blow in from the Atlantic Ocean and make the air and soil warm and damp. Grass grows well in such a climate and it makes the island look so beautiful. 

4. There are low hills and peaks of rocks in the northwest, while the northeast sector of the island is flat. The rivers of Ireland are short, but deep. The largest river is the Shannon. The population of Northern Ireland is about 1,5 million people. 53 per cent of the total population live in urban areas.  

5. The whole economy of Northern Ireland is closely integrated with that of Great Britain. It has its roots in three basic industries – agriculture, textiles and shipbuilding. The largest industry is agriculture conducted for the most part on small family farms. It occupies about 72 per cent of the land area. 

6. Belfast, the capital of Northern Ireland is the leading industrial center and a large port. Its chief industries are the production of linen and other textiles, clothing, shipbuilding, engineering. 

In Ireland the national musical instrument is the harp. 

Notes: 
1.Ulster – Ольстер (историческая область на севере  острова Ирландия; большая её часть после раскола страны в 1921 году была включена в качестве автономной провинции в состав Соединённого королевства как Северная Ирландия). 

2. dominion – доминион (название стран Британской империи, формально суверенных и имевших равные права с Великобританией, фактически находившихся в разной степени экономической и политической зависимости; признавали в качестве главы государства британского монарха). 

3. Eire – Эйре (другое название Ирландской Республики). 4. the Emerald Isle – Изумрудный остров  (так называют Ирландию из-за ярко-зелёного цвета растительности).  

WINDSOR AND ETON. 
1. Do you know that Windsor is one of the most popular towns in England for foreigners? Why? Because the Queen often stays here at her castle and because Windsor itself is one of the oldest towns in England. The people in Windsor always know when the Queen is at the castle because a special flag is put up to tell everybody about it. 

2. The river at Windsor is not as wide and busy as it is in London. There are no big cargo ships sailing away to other countries and there are no big bridges with thousands of cars and buses crossing them every day. Instead, there are rowing boats on the river, canoes, and sailing yachts. Windsor, in fact, is a very good place to go if you are interested in boats.  

3. A mile up the river Thames from Windsor is the little town of Eton. The most important building here is Eton College – one of England’s best known public schools (English state schools give free education, but some people like to send their children to a public school, although they have to pay). It was founded by King Henry VI in 1440, when he was only eighteen. Today, there are about a thousand boys at the school. Because Eton is so popular it is very difficult for parents to get a place for their sons there. So some parents put their sons’ names on the waiting list while they are still babies! 

Notes: 
cargo ship – грузовое судно rowing boat – лодка с вёслами. 

BRITAIN AND THE WORLD 

1. What is the Commonwealth? It is a group of former British colonies together with six countries, which are still British. Britain, because it is an island, has always been forced to have good trading relations with other countries. During the nineteenth century, Britain traded all over the world and had a large colonial Empire. Britain’s international links with the Commonwealth today are still based on the Empire, although the Commonwealth now works to encourage good cultural relations between members. 

2. The present members of the Commonwealth have many different styles of government. Some of the countries, such as Canada, are monarchies and recognize the Queen as their Head of State; others, such as India, are republics, and choose their own Heads of State; some countries, such as the Falkland Islands, are British colonies and rely on Britain for defense. All of the countries recognize the Queen as the Head of the Commonwealth. 

3. After the Second World War, Britain still believed it was a world power. In fact, Britain had no money. After 1956, Britain knew it could not rely on America. In 1963, Britain realized it had to join the Common Market, but its application was not accepted. It was only in 1973 that Britain was allowed to become a member.  

4. Now over half of Britain’s trade is with the EU. About half of British people believe that Britain needs Europe because it offers British companies a market of over 350 million people to buy its products. Britain also needs Europe so that it can buy food, clothes and fuel, which it does not produce. Other people think that Britain has always been separate from Europe, that it is an island and should try to keep its differences. 

5. Britain and the USA had for many years what was called a “Special Relationship”. They were allies in both World Wars and in the Korean War. In recent years, however, they have not always supported each other. The USA did not help Britain and France during the Suez crisis in 1956. Britain did not support the USA in the 1964-73 Vietnam War. Both President Bush and President Clinton have announced that Germany is now the most important ally of the USA. 

HIGHER EDUCATION IN BRITAIN 

1. Most big towns in Britain have both a university and a college of higher education. There are 91 universities in Britain and 47 colleges of higher education. Universities offer three- and four-year courses; colleges of higher education offer both two-year HND (Higher National Diploma) courses, as well as degree courses. A degree is the qualification you get from university when you pass your final exams. You are then awarded a BA (Bachelor of Arts), BSc (Bachelor of Science) or BEd (Bachelor of Education). 

2. Undergraduates, students who are studying for degrees, go to large formal lectures, but most of the work takes place in tutorials: lessons in groups of ten or more when the students discuss their work with the lecturer. 

3. Only 25 per cent of the student population goes on to higher education. Competition to get into one of Britain’s universities is fierce and not everyone who gets A levels can go. Students usually need three A levels to go to university and grades at A level go from A, the highest grade, to E. 

4. Students apply to universities months before they take their Alevels. The students are given a personal interview and the universities then decide which students they want. They offer them a place which depends on A-level results. The more popular the university, the higher the grades it will ask for.  

5. Most British students choose to go to university a long way from their home town: university is seen as a time to be independent, to live away from home and develop new interests. British students do not have to pay to go to university, but do need money to live away from home while they are studying. 

6. Some students whose parents do not earn a lot of money are given a grant (money) from the local authority. If students do not get a grant, parents are expected to pay for their children. Some students borrow money from the bank, which must be paid back after they leave university. In theory, the grant pays for rent, food, books, transport and socializing.  In fact, the grant is not a lot of money. Students used to work during the holidays to earn more money, but it is now difficult to find such jobs. The result is that more students are dropping out, failing to finish their courses. 

7. Not all students study full-time at university or college. Many people combine their studies with work. Some companies release their stuff for training one or two days a week or for two months a year. Large companies often have their own in-house training schemes. The British government is very enthusiastic about such training schemes, in particular because so few people go to university. 

8. If you are unemployed, there are two forms of training schemes: employment training for people who have been out of work for a long time and Youth Training Schemes for school leavers who cannot find a job. 

THERE IS NO PLACE LIKE HOME 

1. About 80 per cent of British people live in houses. Detached houses are usually in expensive suburbs, quite far from the town center, near to the countryside. Semi-detached houses are often in suburbs, which are nearer the town center. Terraced houses and blocks of flats are mostly found in town centers. They can either be small two-storey houses with one or two bed-rooms or large houses with three to five floors and four or five bedrooms. 

2. About 67 per cent of the people in Britain own their houses or flats. Most of the rest live in rented accommodation (2 per cent live in sheltered accommodation). People in Britain buy houses or flats because there is not enough rented accommodation and what there is can be expensive. 

3. Council flats and houses are built and owned by the local council. After the Second World War, a lot of high-rise council flats, known as tower blocks, were constructed. Some were as high as 20 storeys and so badly built that they had to be pulled down only thirty years later. 

4. Modern council housing estates are built differently now. There might be a mixture of two-storey terraced houses, together with a fourstorey block of flats. There are play areas for children and there is often a community center where people who live on the estate can meet. 

5. Most British houses have a garden and many British people spend a lot of time in it. Most gardens, even small ones, have flowers and a lawn. If you don’t have a garden, it is possible to grow flowers and vegetables on an allotment, which is a piece of land rented from the local council. 

PLACES TO VISIT 
York 

The history of York stretches back to Roman times. Few cities look as completely medieval as York as many buildings have remained more of less unchanged for centuries. With its ancient wooden houses and narrow winding streets, the whole city gives off an atmosphere of history. Today, these streets contain a fascinating variety of shops. York has been called ''the City of churches'' for there are no fewer than 17 pre-Reformation churches within the city walls. The pride of York is the huge and magnificent Minster which towers over the whole city. It is thought to contain the largest area of medieval coloured glass in the world.  

Dover 
The white cliffs of Dover are familiar to millions of travellers. Dover, the gateway to Britain, is the busiest ferry port in Europe. In times done by, the town has been host to kings, armies, pilgrims and all kinds of travellers. Ancient monuments and ruins testify to Dover's long and fascinating history and today the town offers a great deal to interest visitors all the year round. On a fine day, the harbour itself offers excellent walks. Particularly recommended is the Prince of Wales Pier at the end of which you will find a viewing place with a splendid outlook over the entire port, the white cliffs and Dover Castle. With two direct trains each hour from London Victoria and London Charing Cross, Dover is ideal for a day-trip from the capital. 

Portsmouth 
This is a very special year for Portsmouth. The historic military city is celebrating its 800th anniversary and we want you to join the party! Apart from special events such as military displays and parades, there is always something to do in Portsmouth. Visit our historic ships, explore under the sea in our Underwater World, enjoy the year-round Resort Centre – the possibilities are endless. And once you’ve had a taste of what the town has to offer, why not hop on the luxury cruise vessel Solent Enterprise and enjoy a leisurely day trip to the beautiful Isle of Wight? 

Oxford 
Oxford has a timeless beauty which is found at every twist and turn of this ancient university city: in the soft golden stone of the college buildings and the peaceful courtyards and gardens. There is so much to see and do in Oxford. Take the “Guide Friday” open-top bus tour to see 25 of the 35 colleges – it leaves every 15 minutes and one ticket lasts all day. Or explore on foot – guided walking tours start at the information centre. Get a bird’s eye panorama of the whole city from the top of St Mary’s. Take a journey through time at the unique Oxford Story exhibition in Broad Street. And then there are the shops. Lose yourself in famous Blackwell’s bookshop in Broad Street – with the largest display of books for sale in one room anywhere in the world. The Gallery at Gloucester Green has a busy cosmopolitan atmosphere, with speciality shops, pavement cafés and street entertainers. And of course there are many big name shops too. 

Llangollen 

For six days every July Llangollen becomes the cultural centre of the world, attracting choirs, musicians, folk singers and dancers from all continents. Over 40 different countries are represented with colourful national costumes, taking part in daily competitions and performing in evening concerts. But if you are more of the outdoor type, why not try riding the rapids? Experience the excitement of white water rapids on the River Wild. All equipment can be hired. Llangollen is also a centre for outdoor clothing and equipment for climbing, walking, mountain biking and camping. From Llangollen wharf you can embark on a 45-minute horse drawn boat trip along the river or, on certain days, you can go for a longer journey on the Thomas Telford, which has refreshments on board to add to your enjoyment.  

